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57 ABSTRACT

The present iovention provides a method and apparatus for
praviding zero-defect pressed arlicles with minimal, remote
operalar {otervention. The apparalus includes a program-
mable logic coatroller, controlling a powder feeder portion
having a dump bucket which is weighed by an electronic
scale. Desired weights of powder in the dump buckel are
dumped 10 a first location and conveyed to the press.
Nan-desired weights of powder in the dump buckel are
dumped to a second localion and may be recyeled, The
invention provides for preciss weighing of powder and
avoids waste of powder in the event of improper powder
dispensing and provides tor complele aulomalic logging of
production and iesling data. and rejection of defective
acticles, avoiding the need 1o maaually tesi each produced
agiicle. This method and apparalus are particularly useful in
the pressing of eocrgetic materials inlo pellels or casings,
where manual operations are restricted for safely reasons.
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