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{57 ABSTRACT

A process for producing 1,3,5-trifluoro-2,4,6-trinitro-
benzene by:

(1) forming a mixture of fuming sulfuric acid and
potassium nitrate wherein the fuming sulfuric acid
15 composed of at least 25 percent by weight sulfur
trioxide, and wherein the molar ratio of fuming
sulfuric acid to potassium nitrate is from about 2:1
to about 3:1;

(2) adding 1,3,3-trifluorobenzens to the mixture unril
the molar ratio of potassium nitrate to 1,3,5-tri-
fluorobenzene is from 6:1 to 10:1, the temperature
of the mixture being maintained in the range of
from sbour 30° C. to about 50° C. during the addi-
tion;

(3} then raising the temperature of the mixture into
the range of from about 140° C. to sbout 160° C.
where it is maintained until the optimum vield of
(,3,5-trifluoro-2,4,6-trinitrobenzene has been ob-
tained; and

{4} isolating the product, 1,3,5-trifluoro-2,4.6-trinitro-
benzene from the reaction mixture.

3 Claims, No Drawings
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